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Prayer Items 
1. Much to thank God for over November, fabulous CPI Conference, Lori Harms arrival and orientation, a good Rengo Annual Meeting, a great mission planning and budget meeting, and a great CPI Leadership Team meeting (more below). 

2. Ask God to grant a spirit of Christmas over Elaine’s first Christmas Tea on December 8th.  We expect over 20 to gather to celebrate Christmas with Elaine. 

3. Pray for Beth as she has extra pressure on her at this time of year. 

4. John preaches a Christmas message at Hamamatsu Megumi on December 9th.  
5. John, Elaine and Tim leave for the States on 12/11 until 1/4.  John will be doing some mission business.  
6. Pray for John as they refine his doctoral project proposal this month.  John will be meeting with several professors on this trip.  

Pray for Christmas Outreaches in Japan

This is the best time for evangelism in Japan.  People are open to hearing about the message of Christmas and there are decorations everywhere.  Even public schools have Christmas Concerts.  Churches have special services, city-wide concerts, and other Christmas activities.  Some bigger outreaches are underway.  1) The full-length film “Mary” is being shown.  I believe it is called “The Nativity Story” in the US.  Many churches are encouraging their friends to attend. 2) Campus Crusade and other organizations have their annual Christmas CD project.  They produce a phenomenally nice CD to promote Christmas among Japanese.  Pray for these and church outreaches. 

2007 CPI Conference Brief Report 
The 2007 National Conference was one of the largest conferences on church planting with 400 registered.  The conference had the widest constituency to date with over 60 mission agencies, denominations and local churches.  The theme for the 14th CPI Conference was “fellow workers for the Kingdom of God” as CPI is encouraging workers to form regional church planting networks throughout the nation.  During the conference 9 regions met to plan for future networking.  This year’s conference saw a record number of Rengo pastors and lay people attending.  Two of our partnering churches sent volunteer teams from St. Louis including West Hills Community.  Northshore Baptist Church in Bothell Washington sent a team which also explored other ministry opportunities to partner with Rengo churches.  Rev. Jude Hama, director of the West African CPI in Accra Ghana which was recently launched came to learn from CPI ministry in Japan.  Attendees also came from Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Philippines.

Answered Prayer Department (from prayer request last month)
1. Still some leadership positions to fill.  There is so much work to do before, during and after.  Pray for strength, a Mary heart (Lk 10), lots of faith and resting in God.  A: John experienced a miraculous peace during the entire conference. 

2. John has some major presentations.  Pray for clarity and energy.  A: God visited in miraculous ways.  

3. CPI will be revealing some new initiatives about networks over the next two years.  Pray that they may capture hearts. A: There are several groups and regions considering regional work. 
4. Elaine is coordinating the Ladies Luncheon.  Pray that it would be a blessing and go smoothly. A: It was a blessing. 
5. Elaine is co-leading an elective (her first) with Mrs. Saito a pastor’s wife on expectations and the ministry.  Pray that God would reign and be glorified. A: This went so smoothly and well. 
6. We have several overseas guests from 5 other countries.  Pray they may catch the vision for their countries.  A: Several were unable to obtain visas and could not come.  Jude Hama from Ghana was a highlight in the Friday program. 
7. Pray for the special church planting networking luncheon and the special leaders’ dinner.  Pray that many would make commitments to partner together. A: This, in spite of some goofs, ended up being the highlight of the conference for many.  
8. We have three churches visiting and helping us during the conference. Pray for the ministries of these people and may they gain new visions and relationships for partnerships. A: This was answered there are already preliminary plans for future relationships. 
9. Jesse and Dana Gillespie, former short-term missionaries, will be visiting the CPI Conference and some of the churches and friends they had when they served here.  Pray that God would give them clear direction about their future in missions. A: They stayed in our home and John had some interview time after the conference with them.  They are considering coming back to Japan. 
10. There will be a lot of visitors through the Mehn household in the next few weeks.  Pray that everyone would enjoy God here.  A: They did.  Some did not want to leave, nor did we want them to leave. 
11. Pray for Tim as he will have some responsibilities at the CPI Conference (CPI is a family business).  Pray he would also build some relationships.  A: Tim had a great time.  He worked hard but did build a lot of relationships.  
12. Lori Harms, our new missionary, will probably be arriving this month.  Pray for her preparations in leaving the US and our preparations in receiving her for orientation.  A: Lori Harms our newest career missionary arrived on 11/20. She had some of her orientation and is settling in well. 
13. Our big mission yearly planning meeting (including the budget) is the 26th.  Lot’s of preparatory work to do for the entire mission.  Pray we would sense God’s vision, be clear in our objectives, and plan in faith to achieve them. A: This was one of the most meaningful and fun planning and budget meetings we ever had.  
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